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Diuron is a broad spectrum herbicide and algicide (APVMA, 
2015) 

Uses for diuron.
Diuron is used in the control of broadleaved and grass weeds 
on land, and in the control of weeds and algae in and around 
water bodies, and is an ingredient in marine antifouling 
paints. Some uses of diuron are now restricted or no longer 
allowed. (APVM , 2015)

ANZECC guidelines have stipulated a freshwater low reliability value of 0.2 µg/L , and a 
marine low reliability value of 1.8 µg/L. There was insufficient data for a high reliability 
value. LC50 data is available for a range of species for example: 190ppm in rainbow 
trout (96hrs).

Diuron inhibits photosynthesis which is the way in 
which plants capture light and turn it into energy to 
grow, thus preventing growth. ( Moncada,2004)

Diuron is highly mobile and relatively persistent in 
water, so prone to movement in surface runoff and migration in groundwater 
(Moncada, 2004). Diuron also persists in soils and sediments.
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