
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PESTICIDE DETECTIVES 
A national assessment of pesticides in  

waterways 
 

Pesticide Use in Australian Homes and  
Gardens Survey Results 2020 

www.pesticidedetectives.com.au 
 

Background 

The Pesticide Use in Australian Homes and Gardens Survey is an anonymous survey investigating the types, purposes 
and frequencies of pesticide use in Australia as well as respondent attitudes towards pesticides. 37 individuals 
participated in the first round of the survey. 

 

Objectives 

The main objectives were to use the responses to: 

- Understand types, purposes and frequencies of pesticide use in Australian homes and gardens 
- Inform the public of the brand names of pesticides used in Australian homes and gardens 
- Understand knowledge about and attitudes towards pesticides 
- Understand disposal in and around homes 

 

Summary of Findings:  

 Use of Products Inside Homes 

The majority of respondents (65%) used sprays or aerosols and (46%) products to remove or prevent mould and or 
fungus inside their homes in the last 12 months. Of  the respondents, prior to completing the survey: 

-11% did not know that Paint to prevent mould/fungus contained pesticides. 

-11% did not know that Paint to prevent mould/fungus + mould cleaning products - contained pesticides.  

-19% of respondents did not know that Paint to prevent mould/fungus + mould cleaning products + wood 
preservatives - contained pesticides.  

 

Pesticide Use at Work 

14 % of respondents (and/or members of their households) used pesticides at work in the last 12 months. 

 

 Use of Products Outside Homes  

Sixty two percent (62%) of respondents used weedkillers outside their homes, in their gardens and allotments in the 
last 12 months. Respondents did not know that: 

- Wood preservatives - 13% of respondents did not know that wood preservatives for outdoor use contained 
pesticides prior to completing the survey. 

- Paint to prevent mould/fungus + mould cleaning products + wood preservatives -  10% of respondents did not 
know that paint to prevent mould/fungus, mould cleaning products and wood preservatives contained pesticides 
prior to completing the survey. 
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- Mould/algae cleaning products for pools + outdoor furniture + weed killers + fungal treatments for plants + 
wood preservatives - 10% of respondents did not know that mould/algae cleaning products for pools and outdoor 
furniture, weed killers, fungal treatments for plants and wood preservatives contained pesticides prior to completing 
the survey. 

 

Products applied on humans  

Insect repellent is the most common product applied with 73% of respondents reporting the use of insect repellent 
products on themselves and on their children in the last 12 months. Respondents did not know: 

- Anti-fungal products - 10% of respondents did not know that anti-fungal products contained pesticides prior to 
completing the survey. 

- Anti-fungal + anti-parasitic products - 8% of respondents did not know that anti-fungal and anti-parasitic products 
contained pesticides prior to completing the survey. 

- Anti-fungal, anti-parasitic  + insect repellent products - 8% of respondents did not know that anti-fungal, anti-
parasitic and insect repellent products contained pesticides prior to completing the survey. 

- Insect repellent - 5% of respondents did not know that insect repellent contained pesticides prior to completing 
the survey. 

 

Products applied on pets and animals  

Worming treatments are the most common products applied by 59% of respondents on animals they own or their 
pets over a 12-month period. 

 

Attitudes and behaviours towards pesticides 

The majority of respondents purchased their products for indoor, outdoor and human use from supermarkets, 
chemists and general stores. 43% of respondents purchased products for their animals and pets from specialist 
stores. 

 

Where do respondents store their products 

The majority of respondents stored their products for indoor use on high shelves, in cupboards, kitchens and, 
utility room. The majority of respondents stored their products for outdoor use on high shelves, in cupboards, and 
garden sheds and garages. The majority of respondents stored their products for use on themselves and their 
children on high shelves, in cupboards, and in bathrooms and the majority of respondents stored their products for 
use on animals and pets on high shelves, in cupboards, and in kitchens. 

 

Where do respondents dispose of their excess products? 
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Up to 51% of respondents disposed of their excess products with their domestic rubbish.  19% of respondents 
stored their excess products for outdoor use and 19% of respondents disposed of their products for indoor use by 
other means. Some respondent used all of their products. Some respondents did not know where to dispose small 
quanitites of excess products and stockpiled it in their garages. Excess products for use on animals were returned to 
a pharmacist. Some disposed of their products at the EPA chemical collection centre while others kept them without 
disposal. 

When applying indoor products: 

41% of respondents read instructions, 52% follow instructions, 59% wash hands after application, 55% cover 
unprotected food and drinks, 45% ventilate the area, 41% never use gloves or masks or other personal protective 
equipment, 71% keep children away during application and 62% keep pets away during application.  

When applying outdoor products: 

68% of respondents read instructions, 74% follow instructions, 82% wash hands after application, 32% use gloves or 
masks or other personal protective equipment, 83% keep children away during application and 77% keep pets away 
during application.  

When applying products to animals and pets: 

78% of respondents read instructions, 81% follow instructions, 86% wash hands after application, 56% never use 
gloves or masks or other personal protective equipment, 50% keep children away during application and 46% never 
keep treated pets off beds. 

When reading pesticide labels: 

82% of respondents always follow the label when the product is unfamiliar, 59%  always follow the label exactly, 
59% understand all contents of the label, and 42% often feel that the label provides all the information that is 
needed. 

General attitude to treating pest problems:   

41% of respondents apply products for indoor and outdoor use when the problem becomes unmanageable, 43% 
apply products on themselves when the problem becomes unmanageable and 30% use products on animals and  
pets preventatively before the problem occurs. 

 

43% of respondents disagreed that pesticides that are available for use by the public are more dangerous than other 
household/gardening chemicals. 43% of respondents agreed that exposure is to be expected if you use pesticides in 
the home or garden. 5% and 19% of respondents strongly agreed and agreed respectively that when using 
pesticides, accidents have occurred. 49% strongly disagreed that pesticides that can harm human health are not 
available for use by the public. 65% strongly disagreed that pesticides available for use to the public are safe to use, 
even if the guidelines are not adhered to. 
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65%

46%

22%

11%

11%

8%

5%

1. PESTICIDE USE INSIDE HOMES (NOT APPLIED TO A PERSON OR PET) IN THE LAST 12 
MONTHS 

 

Sprays or aerosols and products to remove and or prevent mould and/or fungus were the 
top 2 types of products used in the homes of 37 respondents (%) in the last 12 months (not applied to a person or 
pet). 

Total no of respondents = 37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wood Preservative Treatments 

Products to remove and/or 
prevent mould or fungus 

Paints to prevent mould or fungus 

Powders, foams and liquids applied to 
surfaces to kill or repel insects 

Slow release products such as moth balls 

Fogger products such as insect bombs 

Sprays or aerosols 
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65% of respondents used sprays or aerosols in their houses over a 12-month period. Mortein Insect Spray was 

most commonly used, followed by RAID Insect Spray. Majority of respondents used up to 2 to 11 applications of 
sprays and aerosols over a 12-month period. Other products used include, Atlas Fast Knockdown Flying Insect Spray, 
and Baygon Flying Insect. 
 Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

SPRAYS/AEROSOLS 1 application 2 - 11 applications 12 or more applications 

Mortein Insect Spray 4 8 2 
RAID Insect Spray 1 7 0 
ALDI Atlas High Performance Surface and 
Cockroach Spray 0 2 0 
Black & Gold Fly Insect Spray  1 1 0 
First Force Insect Spray 0 1 0 
HOVEX Vapourguard Insect Spray 0 1 0 
Pea Beu Insect Killer 0 2 0 
Others 3 2 0 

 

 

 

5% of respondents applied fogger products inside their houses in a 12-month period.   

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

 BOMBS/FOGGERS 1 application  

Mortein Kill and Protect Control 
Bomb 1 
Raid Exterminator Flea and 
Cockroach Bomb 1 

 

 

8% of respondents used slow release products over a 12-month period. Hovex Moth products 

were commonly used. Other products used include Naphthalene balls and Orphea strips.  

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

 SLOW RELEASE PRODUCTS 1 application  2 - 11 applications 12 or more applications 

Hovex Vapor Guard Moth Killer 
Clothing 0 1 0 
Hovex Insect Control Moth Balls 0 1 0 
Other 2 2 1 

https://www.goodpricepharmacy.com.au/mortein-fast-odourless-multi-insect-killer-spray-200g
https://www.whatsinsidescjohnson.com/au/en/brands/raid/raid___flying_insect_killer_one_shot_odourless
https://www.aldi.com.au/en/groceries/laundry-household/household/skin-care-detail/ps/p/atlas-kill-protect-fast-knockdown-flying-insect-sp-1/
https://www.baygon.com.ph/en-ph/products/baygon-protector-flying-insect-killer/tabs/ingredients
https://www.goodpricepharmacy.com.au/mortein-fast-odourless-multi-insect-killer-spray-200g
https://www.whatsinsidescjohnson.com/au/en/brands/raid/raid___flying_insect_killer_one_shot_odourless
https://www.aldi.com.au/en/groceries/laundry-household/household/skin-care-detail/ps/p/atlas-kill-protect-high-performance-surface-cockro/
https://www.aldi.com.au/en/groceries/laundry-household/household/skin-care-detail/ps/p/atlas-kill-protect-high-performance-surface-cockro/
https://www.campbells.com.au/convenience/general-merchandise/pest-control/fly-sprays/flay-and-insect-spray-low-irritant/0000086666_665
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/573123/first-force-multi-purpose-insect-killer
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/752118/hovex-vaporguard-fly-spray
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/701116/pea-beu-fast-killing-insect-spray-odourless
https://www.mortein.com.au/products/kill-protect-control-bombs/
https://www.mortein.com.au/products/kill-protect-control-bombs/
https://www.raidkillsbugs.com.au/en-au/products/raid-exterminator-flea-and-cockroach-bomb
https://www.raidkillsbugs.com.au/en-au/products/raid-exterminator-flea-and-cockroach-bomb
https://www.orphea.com.au/
http://hovex.com.au/products/hovex-vaporgard-clothing-moth-killer
http://hovex.com.au/products/hovex-vaporgard-clothing-moth-killer
http://hovex.com.au/products/hovex-mothballs


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PESTICIDE DETECTIVES 
A national assessment of pesticides in  

waterways 
 

Pesticide Use in Australian Homes and  
Gardens Survey Results 2020 

www.pesticidedetectives.com.au 
 

22% of respondents used powders, foams and liquids on surfaces to kill or repel insects in their houses over a 

12-month period. None of the respondents applied their products 12 times or more. Other products used include 
Ant-Rid Indoor Ant Liquid and Atlas Permethrin Ant Killer Powder. 

 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

POWDERS, FOAMS AND 
LIQUIDS 

1 application  2 - 11 applications 

Hovex Ant & Wasp Dust Killer 0 1 

Mortein Kill and Protect 
Cockroach Baits 0 2 
Other 2 2 

 

 

 

 

11% of respondents used paints to prevent mould/fungus in their houses over a 12-month period. None of 

the respondents applied their products 12 times or more. 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

 PAINTS TO PREVENT 
MOULD.FUNGUS 

1 application  2 - 11 applications 

Dulux Precision 1L White Stain and 
Mould Blocker 1 0 
Dulux White Ceiling +PLUS 
Kitchen and Bathroom Paint 3 1 
Zinsser 1L Bulls Eye 1-2-3 
Undercoat Primer Sealer Stain 
Blocker 1 0 
Other 3 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/31440?istCompanyId=909b5da6-e33c-4de8-a6e2-0861c4cbcd86&istFeedId=c54e05d9-bacb-45a1-aa5a-c48531ceab7d&istItemId=wrwalwxat&istBid=t&cmpid=smsm:ds:GOOGLE:Woolies_BAU_Shopping_Smart_H%26O_WW-0001:PRODUCT_GROUP&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4MuSpo7E6QIVmLaWCh0-OAbJEAQYASABEgLfGvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
http://offers.kd2.org/en/au/aldi/pcRZD/
https://www.bunnings.com.au/hovex-500g-ant-and-wasp-dust_p0049859
https://www.mortein.com.au/products/kill-protect-baits/
https://www.mortein.com.au/products/kill-protect-baits/
https://www.dulux.com.au/products/50SX390A
https://www.dulux.com.au/products/50SX390A
http://www.paintspot.com.au/dulux-ceiling-white-plus-kitchen-bathroom-1l.html
http://www.paintspot.com.au/dulux-ceiling-white-plus-kitchen-bathroom-1l.html
http://www.google.com.au/shopping/product/11325217826645250277?lsf=seller:100794174,store:7016309539567411837,lsfqd:0&prds=oid:8993396661105745171&q=primers&hl=en-GB&ei=rg3GXq73MdKW4-EP_JGygAg&lsft=gclid:EAIaIQobChMIuLmx8pjE6QIV7dVMAh3_rAwkEAYYASABEgKeTvD_BwE,gclsrc:aw.ds
http://www.google.com.au/shopping/product/11325217826645250277?lsf=seller:100794174,store:7016309539567411837,lsfqd:0&prds=oid:8993396661105745171&q=primers&hl=en-GB&ei=rg3GXq73MdKW4-EP_JGygAg&lsft=gclid:EAIaIQobChMIuLmx8pjE6QIV7dVMAh3_rAwkEAYYASABEgKeTvD_BwE,gclsrc:aw.ds
http://www.google.com.au/shopping/product/11325217826645250277?lsf=seller:100794174,store:7016309539567411837,lsfqd:0&prds=oid:8993396661105745171&q=primers&hl=en-GB&ei=rg3GXq73MdKW4-EP_JGygAg&lsft=gclid:EAIaIQobChMIuLmx8pjE6QIV7dVMAh3_rAwkEAYYASABEgKeTvD_BwE,gclsrc:aw.ds
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46% of respondents used products to remove and/or prevent mould and/or fungus. A wide range of products 

were listed as being used in houses.  

Other products used include: 

White King tablets, Plain brand bleach, White King bleach, clove oil, white vinegar, Easy Off BAM soap scum and 
shine, Domestos products. 

 
Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

PRODUCTS TO REMOVE/OR 
PREVENT MOULD/FUNGUS 

1 application  2 - 11 applications 12 or more applications 

Selleys Rapid Mould Killer 0 1 0 

Ajax Professional Mould Power 
Cleaner 0 1 0 
Dettol Glen 20 Disinfectant Spray 1 5 1 

White King Multipurpose Bathroom 
Power Gel 2 5 1 
Other Products 11 18 0 

 

 

11% of respondents used wood preservative treatments inside their homes. Of these, only 2 respondents 

listed their products below one of which was Osmo products. 

 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

WOOD PRESERVATIVE 
TREATMENTS 

1 application  

Intergrain TSS Mould Preventer 1 

Other 1 
 

 

OTHER TYPES OF PESTICIDES USED INSIDE HOMES 

27% of respondents reported using other types of pesticides inside their homes in the last 12 months.  

These included Camphor wood containers, rat poison baits, Malaceb anti-fungal wash, Mortein Powerguard Cockroach 
Baits, Raid ant baits, Ratsak 50 g box (2 – 12 applications per year) , and other types of mouse and rat baits. 

 

https://shop.coles.com.au/a/richmond-south/product/white-king-bleach-tablets-lemon-40-pack?cid=wsm
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/33270/homebrand-bleach-regular
http://www.whiteking.com.au/
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/85247/thursday-plantation-clove-oil-13ml
https://shop.coles.com.au/a/richmond-south/product/coles-smart-buy-vinegar-white?cid=wsm
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/802100/easy-off-bam-soap-scum-shine-trigger
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/802100/easy-off-bam-soap-scum-shine-trigger
https://shop.coles.com.au/a/richmond-south/product/domestos-disinfectant-hospital-cleaner?cid=wsm
https://www.selleys.com.au/products/cleaning/mould-removal/selleys-rapid-mould-killer-500ml
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/790962/ajax-professional-mould-power-household-cleaner-trigger
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/790962/ajax-professional-mould-power-household-cleaner-trigger
https://www.officeworks.com.au/shop/officeworks/p/dettol-glen-20-disinfectant-spray-country-scent-375g-gn357056
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/224613/white-king-bathroom-power-gel-lemon
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/224613/white-king-bathroom-power-gel-lemon
https://www.osmoaustralia.com.au/timber-finishes/
http://www.intergrain.co.nz/product-selector/product-detail/intergrain-mouldpreventer
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PROFESSIONAL APPLICATION OF PRODUCTS OUTSIDE HOMES 

5% of respondents reported using a professional to apply pesticide products inside their houses in the last 12 

months. This included paint applications and rat baits in the roof. 

 

Awareness of pesticides in products used inside homes. 

38% of respondents were aware that the products that were listed in the survey contained pesticides prior to 

completing the survey. Of those that were not aware: 

 

 

Total no. of respondents: 37 

In addition, 5% of respondents did  not know that mould cleaning products contained pesticides, 3% of respondents 
did not know that insect repellent and slow release insect repellent contained pesticides and another 3% of 
respondents did not know that paint to prevent mould and wood preservatives contained pesticides prior to 
completing the survey. 

Paints to prevent mould, mould 
cleaning products and wood 

preservatives

Paints to prevent mould/fungus

Paints to prevent mould and 
mould cleaning products

Wood preservative products

19% of respondents did not know that paint to prevent 

mould/fungus, mould cleaning products and wood 
preservatives contained pesticides prior to completing the 
survey. 

11% did not know that paint to prevent mould/fungus 

contained pesticides prior to completing the survey. 

 

11% did not know that paint to prevent mould/fungus 

and mould cleaning products contained pesticides prior to 
completing the survey. 

 

11% did not know that paint to prevent mould/fungus 

and mould cleaning products contained pesticides prior to 
completing the survey. 
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Pesticide Use at Work 

14 % of respondents (and/or members of their households) used pesticides at work. 

No. of respondents: 37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 respondents - 5%

30 respondents -
81%

5 respondents - 14%

Unsure

No

Yes
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2. Pesticide Use Outside Homes (In gardens and allotments) 

 

Weedkillers were the most common products used outside homes by 62% of 

respondents. 

Total no. of respondents: 37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8%

14%

16%

22%

22%

22%

24%

27%

62%

Weedkillers
Products to kill or repel insects 
on plants

Products to kill mammals (E.g. rats and mice)

Products to kill or repel insects (not on plants)

Products to kill fungus (e.g. Black spot) on plants

Products to kill slugs and snails

Products to eliminate algae from water

Wood preservative treatments

Patio/path/garden furniture cleaning products
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Products to kill or repel insects on plants 

27% of respondents used products to kill or repel insects on plants. Of these, the most common product was 

Yates Pyrethrum Insect Pest Killer which was applied 2-11 times by 4 respondents over 12 months outside homes. 
Other products used include Neem Oil, White oil/pest oil, Homemade chilli and garlic spray, Eco oil, and products 
containing Carbaryl. 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

PRODUCTS TO KILL OR REPEL INSECTS ON 
PLANTS 1 application  2-11 applications 12 or more applications 
Yates Pyrethrum Insect Pest Killer 2 4 1 

Hortico Insect Killer Ready To Spray Tomatoes & 
Vegetables 1 0 0 
Yates Tomato and Vegetable Dust 1 1 0 
Sharp Shooter Complete Bug and Insect Spray 1 0 0 
Yates Baythroid 1 0 0 
David Grays Malathion Garden Spray 2 0 0 
Other Products 3 4 0 

 

 

22% of respondents used products to kill or repel insects (not on plants). A variety of products were used. 

These include Mortein/Raid Surface Spray for Ant Control, Atlas Permethrin Ant Killer Powder, Bayer Ant and & 
Wasp Dust. 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

PRODUCTS TO KILL OR REPEL INSECTS (NOT ON 
PLANTS) 1 application  2-11 applications 

12 or more 
applications 

Antex Granules (Ant Killer Sand) 2 0 0 
MSA Wasp Killer 2 0 0 
Other Products 3 1 1 

 

22% of respondents used products to kill slugs and snails. Hortico Snail and Slug Pellets were most commonly 

used.  

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

PRODUCTS TO KILL SLUGS AND 
SNAILS 1 application  

 
2-11 applications 12 or more applications 

Eradicate Snail and Slug Bait 1  0 0 
Baysol Snail and Slug Bait 1  0 0 
Hortico Snail And Slug Pellets 3  3 1 
Other Products 0  1 0 

https://www.yates.com.au/product/garden-pest-control/yates-pyrethrum-insect-pest-killer-concentrate
https://www.bunnings.com.au/eco-organic-garden-100ml-eco-neem-concentrate_p2960315
https://www.yates.com.au/product/garden-pest-control/yates-white-oil-insecticide-concentrate
https://www.yates.com.au/product/garden-pest-control/yates-pestoil
https://ecoorganicgarden.com.au/products/pest-disease/eco-oil/
http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/carbarylgen.html
https://www.yates.com.au/product/garden-pest-control/yates-pyrethrum-insect-pest-killer-concentrate
http://www.hortico.com.au/products/pests-diseases-and-weeds/hortico-insect-killer-ready-to-spray-tomatoes-vegetables/
http://www.hortico.com.au/products/pests-diseases-and-weeds/hortico-insect-killer-ready-to-spray-tomatoes-vegetables/
https://www.yates.com.au/product/garden-pest-control/yates-tomato-vegetable-dust
https://www.petandgarden.com.au/fruit-veg-insect-sprays/316-complete-bug-and-insect-spray-imidacloprid-concentrate-sharp-shooter.html
https://www.yates.com.au/product/lawn/lawn-pest-control/yates-baythroid-advanced-insect-killer-for-lawns
https://www.davidgrays.com/dg-malathion-garden-spray.php
https://www.bigw.com.au/product/mortein-professional-outdoor-indoor-surface-spray-2l/p/196774/
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/788751/raid-insect-spray-ant-killer
http://offers.kd2.org/en/au/aldi/pcRZD/
https://www.yates.com.au/product/home-pest/insect-pest-control/bayer-ant-wasp-dust
https://www.yates.com.au/product/home-pest/insect-pest-control/bayer-ant-wasp-dust
http://davidgray.com.au/products-main/pest-control-supplies/insects/general-insecticide/antex3kg-detail
https://www.tradezone.com.au/product/msa-wasp-killer-spray-can-each-33118.html
http://www.hortico.com.au/products/pests-diseases-and-weeds/hortico-snail-slug-pellets/
http://www.amgrow.com.au/product/eradicate-snail-slug-bait/
https://www.yates.com.au/product/garden-pest-control/baysol-snail-slug-bait
http://www.hortico.com.au/products/pests-diseases-and-weeds/hortico-snail-slug-pellets/
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62% of respondents used weedkillers. Most commonly used product was ROUNDUP Weedkiller. Other 

products used include Generic Glyphosate Bindii, Grow choice Glymount 450, Weedmaster Duo, Generic Glyphosate 
360, Apparent Double Down 700, Metsulfuron, Yates Weed & Feed, SAFEPine Oil, Starane Advanced Brush Off. 

 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

WEEDKILLERS 1 application  2-11 applications 12 or more applications 
ROUNDUP Herbicide By Monsanto 2 4 0 
ROUNDUP Weedkiller 3 3 1 
Brunnings 1 hour Fast Action Weed Kill 0 1 0 
HORTICO Weed Killer 360 3 3 1 
Other Products 2 6 0 

 

 

WEEDKILLERS CONTAINING OTHER 
PESTICIDES 1 application  2-11 applications 12 or more applications 
Yates Buffalo Pro Lawn Weedkiller 0 1 0 
Yates Tree & Blackberry Killer 1 1 0 
Other Products 3 3 0 

 

 

22% of respondents used products to kill fungus on plants. Products include Eco Organic Eco-Fungicide. 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

PRODUCTS TO KILL FUNGUS (E.G. BLACK 
SPOT) ON PLANTS 1 application  2-11 applications 12 or more applications 
Richgro Mancozeb plus Sulphur Fungicide 1 2 0 
Other Products 4 2 0 

 

14% of respondents used wood preservative treatments. These include Osmo mould resistant wood lacquer, 

Linseed Oil with Beeswax and Diggers Eco In-Ground Timber Protecta. 

 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

WOOD PRESERVATIVE TREATMENTS 
(OUTDOORS) 1 application  2-11 applications 12 or more applications 
Other Products 1 0 1 

 

https://www.bunnings.com.au/roundup-1-2l-all-purpose-ready-to-use-weedkiller_p0085993
https://growchoice.com.au/product/glymount/
https://nufarm.com/au/product/weedmaster-duo/
https://www.fmb.com.au/apparent-double-down-glyphosate-700-granule-15kg.html
https://specialistsales.com.au/shop/woody-weeds/woody-weed-herbicides/granular-chemicals/militia-metsulfuron-600-wg-herbicide-metsulfuron/?attribute_pa_size=500-gm&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4ar1gITT6QIVFHZgCh1sEQK8EAQYASABEgJw-PD_BwE
https://www.yates.com.au/product/lawn/lawn-weed-control/yates-weed-n-feed-hose-on
https://www.safe.com.au/product/645/42/
https://specialistsales.com.au/shop/woody-weeds/woody-weed-herbicides/liquid-chemicals/starane-advanced-herbicide-fluroxypyr/
https://www.bunnings.com.au/roundup-5l-all-purpose-weed-killer-concentrate_p3010349
https://www.bunnings.com.au/roundup-1-2l-all-purpose-ready-to-use-weedkiller_p0085993
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/productdetails/626668/brunnings-1-hour-fast-action-weed-kill
http://www.hortico.com.au/products/pests-diseases-and-weeds/weed-killer/
https://www.yates.com.au/product/lawn/lawn-weed-control/yates-buffalopro-weed-killer-concentrate
https://www.yates.com.au/product/garden-weed-control/tree-stumps-and-tough-weed-control/yates-tree-blackberry-killer
https://ecoorganicgarden.com.au/products/pest-disease/eco-fungicide/
https://www.richgro.com.au/products/vegetable-and-tomatoes-pests-and-diseases/mancozeb-150g/
http://www.darbinorvar.com/products-waxes/linseed-oil-beeswax-polish
https://www.bunnings.com.au/diggers-4l-eco-in-ground-timber-protecta_p0960009
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8% of respondents used cleaning products on their patios, paths, and garden furniture. Products used include 

Koh household cleaner and White King bleach. 

 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

PATIO/PATH/GARDEN FURNITURE CLEANING 
PRODUCTS 1 application  2-11 applications 12 or more applications 
Wet and Forget Moss and Mould Remover 1 1 0 
Other Products 1 1 0 

 

 

 

16% of respondents used products to eliminate algae from water. Products used include Calcium Hypochlorite 

and Splosht. 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

PRODUCTS TO ELIMINATE ALGAE FROM 
WATER 1 application  2-11 applications 12 or more applications 
AQUAPRO Pond Algae Block 1 1 0 
AQUAPRO Bionatural Barley Straw Solution 1 0 0 
Pool Drops Liquid Algicide Plus 0 1 0 

 

 

 

24% of respondents used products to kill animals such as rats and mice. Products used include Pindone. 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

PRODUCTS TO KILL ANIMALS SUCH AS RATS 
AND MICE 1 application  2-11 applications 12 or more applications 
RATSAK Fast Action Bait Stations 1 5 0 
The Big Cheese Rat & Mouse Killer Bait 0 2 0 
Mortein Kills Rats and Mice 1 0 0 
Other products 1 2 0 

 

 

https://koh.com/products/copy-of-koh-universal-surface-cleaner-4-litre?variant=29381689638979
http://www.whiteking.com.au/
https://www.wetandforget.com.au/products/wet-forget-5l-concentrate
https://allchemical.com.au/shop/calcium-hypochlorite-70/
https://www.splosht.com.au/
https://aquaproonline.com.au/product/aquapro-pond-algae-block-20g/
https://aquaproonline.com.au/product/aquapro-bionatural-barley-straw-solution-500ml/
https://www.algaefreeaustralia.com.au/product.php?id=21
https://animalcontrol.com.au/products/rabbait-pindone-oat-bait
https://www.yates.com.au/product/home-pest/rodent-pest-control/ratsak-fast-action-bait-station
http://www.the-bigcheese.com.au/products/kill-it/baits
https://www.officeworks.com.au/shop/officeworks/p/mortein-rat-kill-throwpacks-4-pack-le296339
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OTHER TYPES OF PESTICIDES USED OUTSIDE HOMES 

19% of respondents reported using other types of pesticides outside their homes in the last 12 months.  

These include Dipel, lime sulphur, copper oxychloride, White oil, Yeast autolysate with lorsban, and Bayer Ant and wasp 
dust.  

 

PROFESSIONAL APPLICATION OF PRODUCTS OUTSIDE HOMES 

Only 5% of respondents reported using a professional to apply pesticide products outside their houses in the 

last 12 months. This included an application to kill rats and treating an elm tree with Imidacloprid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sumitomo-chem.com.au/dipel-df
https://www.yates.com.au/product/garden-pest-control/yates-lime-sulfur
http://www.amgrow.com.au/product/copper-oxychloride/
https://www.yates.com.au/product/garden-pest-control/yates-white-oil-insecticide-concentrate
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Awareness of pesticides in products used outside homes and gardens. 

40% of respondents were aware that the types of products for use outside homes contained pesticides prior 

to completing the survey. Of those that were not aware: 

 

Total no. of respondents: 30 

 

In addition, respondents who did not know about pesticides in their products prior to the survey include: 

Mould/algae cleaning products and fungal treatments for plants - 3% of respondents 

Mould/algae cleaning products, wood preservatives and rat/mouse killers - 3% of respondents 

Fungal treatments for plants and mould/algae cleaning products – 3% of respondents 

Weed killers, fungal treatments for plants and mould/algae cleaning products – 3% of respondents 

Wood preservative treatments and rat/mouse killers – 3% of respondents 

Fungal treatments for plants, mould/algae cleaning products and rat/mouse killers - 3% of respondents 

Mould/algae cleaning products, rat/mouse killers, wood preservatives and weedkillers - 3% of respondents 

Fungal treatments for plants, mould/algae cleaning products, rat/mouse killers, and wood preservatives  - 3% of 
respondents 

Weedkillers - 3% of respondents 

1 type of product 

Wood preservative treatments for 
outdoor use

4 types of products 

Mould/algae cleaning products, 
fungal treatments for plants, weed 

killers and wood preservative 
treatments

3 types of products

Mould/algae cleaning products, 
fungal treatments for plants and 
wood preservative treatments

13% of respondents did not know that wood 

preservatives for outdoor use contained pesticides prior to 
completing the survey. 

 

10% of respondents did not know that mould/algae 

cleaning products for pools and outdoor furniture, weed 
killers, fungal treatments for plants and wood preservatives 
contained pesticides prior to completing the survey. 

 

10% of respondents did not know that paint to prevent 

mould/fungus, mould cleaning products and wood 
preservatives contained pesticides prior to completing the 
survey. 
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3. Products applied on humans 

 

Insect repellent is the most common product applied with 70% of respondents reporting the use of 

insect repellent products on themselves and on their children. 
No. of respondents: 91 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

44%

3%
7% 7%

70%

13%

34%

4%

Yes on adults Yes on children

Anti-fungal medication e.g. to treat athletes foot

Anti-parasite medication e.g. to treat headlice

Insect repellent

Anti-microbial/bacterial soap and mouthwash
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Insect repellent products were used by 70% of respondents and 13% of their children 

over a 12-month period.  

Off! Tropical Strength Insect Repellent was mostly commonly used and most frequently applied between 2 to 11 
applications over a 12-month period. Other products used include: Repel tropical strength personal insect spray, 
Aeroguard tropical strength insect repellent (aerosol), Jason ‘Quit Bugging Me’ insect repellent, Bushman Plus 20% 
Deet., Off! Family Care Insect Repellent, Repellex Tropical Strength Personal Insect Repellent Spray, and Vanilla 
Mozi,  

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

Insect Repellent 1 application  2-11 applications 
12 or more 
applications 

Off! Tropical Strength Insect Repellent 6 19 3 
Aeroguard Tropical Strength Roll on 4 14 1 
Bushman Insect Repellent 80% Deet Heavy Duty 6 10 4 
Rid Insect Repellent Tropical Strength Plus Antiseptic 
Spray 0 13 3 
Cancer Council Repel Sunscreen Plus Insect Repellent 
Lotion 1 2 0 
Other products 6 14 6 

 
 

 

Anti-fungal products were used by 44% of respondents and 3%  of their children. Canesten 

Cream was mostly commonly used and most frequently applied between 2 to 11 applications over a 12-month 
period. Other products used include ketoconazole oral medication (prescription), SolvEasy Tinea spray, Nizoral 1%, 
Resolve Tinea Cream, Hydrozol Cream, Coaltar Shampoo, Daktarin, Daktagold Cream, Excilor, Kenacomb Ointment, 
Clonea Clotrimazole Cream, and Terbinafine. 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

Anti-fungal medication/products to treat athletes 
foot, fungal nail infection, and thrush 1 application  2-11 applications 

12 or more 
applications 

Canesten Cream 7 16 1 
Lamisil Cream 2 6 0 
Head & Shoulders Selenium Sulfide Persistent  
Dandruff Shampoo 1 1 3 
Canesten Clotrimazole Thrush Treatment 1 1 0 
Nilstat Oral Drops 0 2 0 
Other Products 2 0 1 

 

 

https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/77346/off-tropical-strength-insect-repellent-pump-175g
https://www.repel.co.nz/products/repel-tropical-strength-pump-spray-60ml
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/31910/aerogard-tropical-strength-insect-repellant-150g-aerosol
https://www.kadac.com.au/browser/product.php?sku=411131
https://bushman-repellent.com/twenty-percent.php
https://bushman-repellent.com/twenty-percent.php
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/77344/off-family-care-insect-repellent-pump-175g
https://www.aldi.com.au/fileadmin/fm-dam/images/Safety_Data_Sheets/2016/Batch_17/5432_REPELLEX_Personal_Insect_Repellent_Spray_Tropical_Strength_150g_01249_1.pdf
https://www.vanillamozi.com/
https://www.vanillamozi.com/
https://offaustralia.com.au/en-au/product/family-care/off-tropical-insect-repellent-aerosol
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/31721/aerogard-roll-on-tropical-strength-50ml?rcid=2268
https://bushman-repellent.com/drygels.php
http://www.rid.com.au/product_category/6hr-tropical-strength-antiseptic-range/
http://www.rid.com.au/product_category/6hr-tropical-strength-antiseptic-range/
https://www.priceline.com.au/cancer-council-repel-sunscreen-plus-insect-repellent-lotion-spf-50-110-ml
https://www.priceline.com.au/cancer-council-repel-sunscreen-plus-insect-repellent-lotion-spf-50-110-ml
https://www.canesten.com.au/en/skin-foot-health/athletes-foot/treatments/
https://www.canesten.com.au/en/skin-foot-health/athletes-foot/treatments/
http://www.janssen.com.au/files/Products/Nizoral_PI.pdf
https://www.egopharm.com/au/en/our-products/SolvEasy/solveasy-tinea-spray.html
https://www.priceline.com.au/brand/nizoral/nizoral-shampoo-1-200-ml
https://www.amcal.com.au/resolve-tinea-cream-50g-p-9314839002250
http://www.hydrozole.com.au/
https://www.priceline.com.au/redwin-coal-tar-fragrance-shampoo-250-ml
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/3111/daktarin-cream-for-athlete-s-foot-70g
https://www.amcal.com.au/daktagold-cream-30g-p-9317376731874
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/78711/excilor-fungal-nail-pen
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/5731/kenacomb-ointment-15g
https://www.amcal.com.au/clonea-antifungal-skin-cream-50g-p-9323610001535
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/medicines/brand/amt,26291000036109/terbinafine-sandoz
https://www.canesten.com.au/en/skin-foot-health/athletes-foot/treatments/
http://www.lamisil.com.au/product-cream-7_5.shtml
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/86830/head-shoulders-clinicals-anti-dandruff-shampoo-250ml
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/86830/head-shoulders-clinicals-anti-dandruff-shampoo-250ml
https://www.canesten.com.au/en/female-intimate-health/thrush/treatments/
https://www.nps.org.au/medicine-finder/nilstat-oral-drops
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Anti-parasite products were used by 7% of respondents and 7% of their children over a 12-

month period. Other products used include NYDA and Vermox. 

 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

Anti-parasite medication/products e.g. to treat 
headlice, scabies 1 application  2-11 applications 

12 or more 
applications 

Pyrenel Foam 1 1 0 
Benzemul Application for the Treament Of Scabies & 
Body Lice 0 0 1 
Lyclear Scabies Cream 1 0 1 
Other products 2 3 2 

 

 

 

 

Anti-microbial soap and mouthwash products were used by 34% of 

respondents and 4% of their children over a 12-month period.  Other products used include: pHisohex, Ti tree oil, 

Listerine, Colgate “Plax”, , Coles and Aldi antibacterial hand wash, J&J microshield  Palmolive antibacterial liquid 
hand wash, Dettol hand wash, Pears coal tar soap, and Betadine. 

 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

Anti-microbial/bacterial soup/mouthwash 1 application  2-11 applications 
12 or more 
applications 

Biotène Dry Mouth Oral Rinse 1 2 0 
Dettol Sapoderm Hygienic Soap 1 4 1 
Other Products 4 5 9 

 

 

 

 

OTHER TYPES OF PRODUCTS APPLIED ON HUMANS 

7% of respondents reported using other types of products on themselves. These include: Tea tree oil, Near Feat 

Foot Spray and Isocol antiseptic solution.  

 

https://www.superpharmacy.com.au/products/nyda-express-50ml
https://www.amcal.com.au/vermox-100mg-6-tablets-p-9333583005065
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/64466/pyrenel-foam-100ml
https://www.superpharmacy.com.au/products/benzemul-application-scabies--body-lice-benzyl-benzoate-250mgml-liquid-solution
https://www.superpharmacy.com.au/products/benzemul-application-scabies--body-lice-benzyl-benzoate-250mgml-liquid-solution
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/10006/lyclear-scabies-cream-30g
https://www.phisohex.com.au/
https://www.thursdayplantation.com/product-categories/australia/the-essentials-100-pure-oils/tea-tree-oil/
https://www.listerine.com.au/what-is-listerine/our-essential-oils
https://www.colgate.com.au/products/mouthwash/colgate-plax-freshmint
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/49405/colgate-plax-alcohol-free-freshmint-mouthwash-500ml
https://shop.coles.com.au/a/richmond-south/product/coles-antibacterial-hand-wash-lime-fresh?cid=wsm
https://www.chemistdirect.com.au/jandj-microshield-2-skin-cleanser-500ml
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/66509/palmolive-antibacterial-gentle-clean-liquid-hand-wash-refill-save-1l
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/66509/palmolive-antibacterial-gentle-clean-liquid-hand-wash-refill-save-1l
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/50296/dettol-hand-wash-pump-aloe-vera-250ml-vitamin-e-antibacterial-liquid
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/31054/betadine-antiseptic-topical-solution-15ml
https://www.biotene.com/dry-mouth-products/mouthwash/
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/7519/dettol-hygienic-antibacterial-sapoderm-soap-for-acne-and-oily-skin
https://www.thursdayplantation.com/product-categories/australia/the-essentials-100-pure-oils/tea-tree-oil/
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/84828/neat-feat-antifungal-foot-spray-50ml
https://www.chemistwarehouse.com.au/buy/84828/neat-feat-antifungal-foot-spray-50ml
https://vitalpharmacysupplies.com.au/collections/isocol/products/isocol-rubbing-alcohol-antiseptic-345ml
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Awareness of pesticides in products applied on humans 

60% of respondents were aware that the products applied on themselves or their children contained pesticides 

prior to completing the survey. Of those that were not aware: 

 

 

 

No. of respondents: 91 

 

 

 

 

1 type of product 

Insect repellent

1 type of product 

Anti-fungal products

2 types of products

Anti-fungal and anti-parasitic 
products

2 types of products

Anti-fungal and insect repellent

3 types of products

Anti-fungal, anti-parasitic and 
insect repellent

3% of respondents did not know that insect repellent 

contained pesticides prior to completing the survey. 

 

21% of respondents did not know that anti-fungal 

products contained pesticides prior to completing the 
survey. 

 

2% of respondents did not know that anti-fungal and 

anti-parasitic products contained pesticides prior to 
completing the survey. 

 

7% of respondents did not know that anti-fungal, anti-

parasitic and insect repellent products contained pesticides 
prior to completing the survey. 

 

7% of respondents did not know that anti-fungal and 

anti-parasitic products contained pesticides prior to 
completing the survey. 
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2%

2%

5%

23%

31%

44%

 

4. Products applied on animals and pets 

Worming treatments are the most common products applied by 44% of respondents on animals they 

own or their pets over a 12-month period. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worming treatments 

Flea/worm/mite spot 
on/spray/powder/shampoo/lotion 
applications 

Worming products for horses 

Insect repellent for horses 

Flea collars 

Flea tablets 
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Drontal Allwormer chewable was used most frequently, from 2 to 11 applications and most 

commonly on their pets and animals. 

 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

Worming treatments 1 application  2-11 applications 12 or more applications 

Drontal Allwormer chewable 2 10 1 
Sentinel Spectrum tasty chews 0 4 3 
Profender Allwormer 3 2 1 
Other products 4 10 2 

 

 

 

 

 

A range of flea/tick/mite spot on solution/spray/shampoo applications were used on pets and animals. 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

Flea/tick/worm/mite products 1 application 2-11 applications 12 or more applications 

Advocate spot on 2 8 1 

Advantix spot on 3 5 0 

Revolution 0 3 0 
FIDOS Flea shampoo 0 1 0 

Other products 10 4 1 

  

 

 

*One respondent applied Kiltix tick collar once in the last 12 months and another respondent applied Virbac 
Preventic Tick Collar 2 to 11 times in the last 12 months. 

 

 

 

https://www.advantagepetcare.com.au/au/our-products/drontal/drontal-dogs/
https://www.advantagepetcare.com.au/au/our-products/drontal/drontal-dogs/
https://www.theanimalpharmacy.com.au/dog-pharmacy/sentinel.html
https://www.advantagepetcare.com.au/au/our-products/profender/
https://www.advocate-spot-on.com/en/advocate/
https://www.advantagepetcare.com.au/au/our-products/advantix/
https://www.revolution.com.au/about-revolution.aspx
https://www.mavlab.com.au/product/fidos-flea-shampoo/
https://www.petcircle.com.au/product/kiltix-tick-and-flea-collar
https://www.petshopdirect.com.au/shop/item/virbac-preventic-2-month-tick-collar#description2
https://www.petshopdirect.com.au/shop/item/virbac-preventic-2-month-tick-collar#description2
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A range of flea tablets were used on pets and animals. Of these, Bravecto Chewable tablets were most common. 

Types of products and frequency of use selected by respondents include: 

Flea tablets 1 application 2-11 applications 
12 or more 
applications 

CAPSTAR Tablets  3 0 0 
Bravecto Chewable tablets 1 4 0 

COMFORTIS chewable tablets for fleas 1 3 0 
Other products 3 3 1 

 

Other products used by respondents include, "Ich" treatment for fish containing "Malachite Green", Surolan (anti-
fungal treatment), Horse worming paste, Kilverm poultry wormer, Pestene lice and mite powder, chillies, Malaseb 
shampoo, Moxydectin worming product, Nexgard Spectra (fleas, ticks, mites, worms). 

 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL APPLICATION OF PRODUCTS ON ANIMALS AND PETS 

No. of respondents : 91 

11% of respondents reporting that a professional applied pesticide products on their pets and/or animals. One 

respondent was unsure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.exelpet.com.au/products/dogs/flea-treatment/capstar-for-cats-and-small-dogs/
https://www.bravecto.com.au/chew-for-dogs
https://www.comfortis.com/about-comfortis
https://howtotakecareofgoldfish.com/can-malachite-green-treatment-get-rid-of-white-spot-disease-also-known-as-ich-or-ick/
https://www.elanco.us/products-services/dogs/surolan
https://www.petstock.com.au/product/chicken/kilverm-poultry-wormer/49796
https://www.petstock.com.au/product/chicken/pestene-lice-mite-powder-500g/49780
https://www.thevetshed.com.au/buy/malaseb-250ml/MALA250
https://www.thevetshed.com.au/buy/malaseb-250ml/MALA250
http://www.nexgardspectra.com.au/about-nexgard-spectra
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Attitudes and behaviours towards pesticides 

 

Where do respondents buy their products from? 
Majority of respondents purchased their indoor/outdoor and products for human use from supermarkets, chemists 
and general stores.   

40% of respondents purchased products for their animals and pets from specialist stores. One respondent listed 

that herbicides were borrowed from the workplace. 

 
A: Supermarkets/chemists/general stores (E.g. Bunnings, Safeway, Chemist Warehouse) 

B: Specialist stores (E.g. garden centre, pet store, vet hospital) 

C: Internet and "other" 

D: Internet 

E: Do not use these products 

F: Supermarkets/chemists/general stores (E.g. Bunnings, Safeway, Chemist Warehouse), 

 Specialist stores (E.g. garden centre, pet store, vet hospital), and “other”. 

 

 

No of respondents: 91 

 A A and B B C D A and D B and D E F 
Products for indoor use 76% 2% 0 0 0 2% 0% 18% 4% 
Products for outdoor use 53% 7% 19% 1% 1% 0% 0% 19% 0% 
Products for use on humans 78% 3% 3% 0 2% 2% 0% 10% 10% 
Products for use on animals 9% 4% 40% 0 8% 0% 4% 35% 0% 
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Where do respondents store their products? 

Products for indoor use - Majority of respondents stored their on high shelves, in cupboards, kitchens and, 
utility rooms.  
Products for outdoor use - Majority of respondents stored their products on high shelves, in cupboards, and 
garden sheds and garages. 

Products for use on humans - Majority of respondents stored their products on high shelves, in cupboards, 
and in bathrooms. 

Products for use on animals - Majority of respondents stored their products on high shelves, in cupboards, 
and in kitchens. 

Other places where products were stored include in the laundry room, hallway cupboard, locked shipping 
container and on the window ledge in the laundry. 

 

 A: High shelf/cupboard    F: Garage  
 B: Kitchen      G: Locked cupboard/container 

 C: Utility      H: Kitchen/bathroom 

 D: Bathroom      I: Other 

 E: Garden shed     J: Do not use these products 

 
 
No of respondents: 91 

 A B C D E F G J B and D 
Products for indoor use 32% 24% 7% 2% 2% 1% 2% 13% 1% 
Products for outdoor use 13% 2% 3% 0% 32% 21% 3% 15% 0% 

Products for use on humans 26% 8% 4% 44% 1% 0% 2% 
 

9% 0% 

Products for use on animals 21% 14% 9% 2% 1% 3% 4% 
 

35% 0% 
 
 

 
B, C, 

I 
A and 

D 
A 

and I 
A and 

C 
C and 

D 
A and 

F 
A and 

D 
B, C 

and D 
B,C,D 
and F 

G, A 
and B 

Various 
other 

combinati
ons 

Indoor 
Products 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 4% 
Outdoor 
Products 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 9% 
Products for 
humans 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 4% 
Products for 
animals 0% 1% 0% 2% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 6% 
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Percentage of respondents who store products that have not been used in the 
past year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of respondents store their products 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Products for 
Indoor Use

Products for 
Outdoor Use

Products for 
Use on Humans

Products for 
Use on Animals

37% 

 

 

49% 
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3. Where do respondents dispose of their excess products? 

Majority of respondents disposed of their excess products with their domestic rubbish. 52% of respondents 

disposed of their excess products for use on humans with their domestic rubbish. Up to 22% of 

respondents stored their excess products and 21% of respondents disposed of their products for outdoor 

use through their local council. A small number of respondents disposed of their products down the drain. 

 

Respondents who selected other means used all of their products. Some respondents did not know where to dispose 
small quanitites of excess products and stockpiled them in their garages. Excess products for use on animals were 
returned to pharmacies, stores or/and vets. Some respondents returned their excess products to their local 
chemists. Some disposed of their products at the EPA chemical collection centre while others kept them without 
disposal. 

 

A: Domestic Rubbish      

 B: Drain       

 C: Local Council       

 D: Stored Excess       

 E: Other 

 F: Do not use these products     

 

No. of respondents: 91 

 A B C D E A and B A and C F 

Various 
other 

combinations 
Products for indoor 
use 36% 2% 18% 19% 12% 1% 1% 9% 2% 
Products for outdoor 
use 29% 1% 21% 22% 13% 0% 0% 12% 2% 
Products for use on 
humans 52% 2% 4% 19% 14% 1% 1% 7% 0% 
Products for use on 
animals 30% 1% 8% 16% 12% 0% 0% 32% 1% 
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4. When applying indoor products:   
 

 

56% of respondents read instructions, 69% follow instructions, 67% wash hands after application, 69% 

cover unprotected food and drinks, 65% ventilate the area, 41% never use gloves or masks or other personal 

protective equipment, 70% keep children away during application and 65% keep pets away during 

application.  

 

 Always Often Sometimes Never 

Total No. of 
respondents 

Read instructions 56% 22% 20% 2% 
81 

Follow instructions 69% 21% 10% 0% 
81 

Wash hands after application 67% 17% 16% 0% 
81 

Cover unprotected food and 
drinks 69% 11% 16% 4% 

80 

Ventilate the area 65% 15% 15% 5% 
80 

Use gloves or mask or other 
personal protective equipment 15% 16% 28% 41% 

80 

Keep children away during 
application 70% 5% 6% 19% 

77 

Keep pets away during 
application 65% 13% 10% 12% 

78 
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5. When applying outdoor products:   
 

 

83% of respondents read instructions, 84% follow instructions, 86% wash hands after application, 46% 

use gloves or masks or other personal protective equipment, 80% keep children away during application and 

81% keep pets away during application.  

 

 Always Often Sometimes Never 
Total no. of 

respondents 
Read instructions 83% 12% 4% 1% 78 
Follow instructions 84% 15% 0% 1% 76 
Wash hands after application 86% 12% 2% 0% 78 
Use gloves or mask or other personal 
protective equipment 46% 29% 19% 6% 78 
Keep children away during application 80% 3% 0% 17% 70 
Keep pets away during application 81% 8% 3% 8% 73 

 

 

6. When applying products to animals:   
 

 

82% of respondents read instructions, 85% follow instructions, 84% wash hands after application, 52% 

never use gloves or masks or other personal protective equipment, 54% keep children away during application 

and 44% keep treated pets off beds. 

 Always Often Sometimes 
 

Never 
Total no. of 

respondents 
Read instructions 82% 12% 3%  3% 62 
Follow instructions 85% 12% 0%  3% 62 
Wash hands after application 84% 10% 3%  3% 63 
Use gloves or mask or other personal 
protective equipment 23% 10% 15% 

 
52% 61 

Keep children away during application 54% 9% 7%  30% 57 
Keep treated pets off beds 44% 12% 8%  36% 61 
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7. When reading pesticide labels:     

 

93% of respondents always follow the label when the product is unfamiliar, 69%  always follow the label 

exactly, only 64% understand all of the contents of the label, and only 32% feel that the label always provides 

all the information that is needed. 

 

 Always Often Sometimes Never 
Total no. of 

respondents 
Follow the label when the product is 
unfamiliar 93% 4% 3% 0% 85 
Follow the label exactly 69% 26% 5% 0% 85 
Understand all of the label 64% 29% 7% 0% 86 
The label provides all the information I need 32% 45% 23% 0% 84 

 

 

8. General attitude to treating pest problems:   
 

43% of respondents prefer to use non-chemical methods first before applying products. 44% apply product 

for outdoor use and 42% apply products on themselves when the problem becomes unmanageable and 31% 

use products on animals and  pets preventatively before the problem occurs. 

 

 
Products for 
indoor use 

Products for 
outdoor use 

Products for 
use on humans 

Products for use on 
animals 

Use at the first sign of a problem 8% 8% 13% 12% 
Use non-chemical methods first 43% 32% 33% 21% 
Use preventatively before 
problem occurs 3% 5% 8% 31% 
Use when problem becomes 
unmanageable 36% 44% 42% 22% 
Would never use pesticides 10% 11% 4% 14% 
Total no. of respondents 91 91 91 91 
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38% of respondents disagreed that pesticides that are available for use by the public are more dangerous than 

other household/gardening chemicals. 45% of respondents agreed that exposure is to be expected if you use 

pesticides in the home or garden. 34% and 14% of respondents strongly agreed and agreed respectively that 

when using pesticides, a number of accidents have occurred. 51% strongly disagreed that pesticides that can 

harm human health are not available for use by the public. 64% strongly disagree that pesticides available for use 

to the public are safe to use, even if the guidelines are not adhered to. 

 

 

 Agree 
Strongly 
Agree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Total no. 
of 

respond
ents 

Pesticides available for use by the public 
are more dangerous than other 
household/gardening chemicals 34% 18% 38% 4% 6% 91 
Exposure is to be expected (e.g. skin 
contact) if you use pesticides in the home 
or garden 45% 15% 33% 7% 0% 91 

When using pesticides, I have experienced 
a number of accidents (e.g. spillage) 14% 4% 46% 34% 2% 91 

Pesticides that can harm human health are 
not available for use by the public 4% 5% 37% 51% 3% 91 

Pesticides available for use to the public 
are safe to use, even if the guidelines are 
not adhered to 2% 2% 32% 64% 0% 91 

 


	Pesticide Use in Australia Survey Results - Inside and Outside Homes with links
	Results - On human and animals_attitudes_with links_final

